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Fiala should explain the energy situation @6

Finance Min. Zbynék Stanjura told Reflex magazine last week that the companies that
received the most government support under covid were also often the companies that
didn't need it. "The most money went to our most successful company,” he said. He wants
to change this with regard to future energy support, perhaps by requiring recipients of the
support to reimburse the state for it later. Stanjura told Czech TV yesterday that he now sup-
ports energy price caps for large companies and that they could cost the state budget K¢ 30-
50bn. Yet it's still not clear how much, if any, of that support would have to be reimbursed
later. This again creates unequal conditions, similar to those under covid. Companies with
the best information and the best access to ministers and their advisers will be able to form
an opinion sooner about whether the support is going to be enough to keep them going. If
PM Petr Fiala ever needed to explain the energy situation in a national address, it's now.
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Glossary

to reimburse - to repay (a sum of money that has been received, spent or lost).



