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Energy in 2023 =

As the year 2022 and the Czech EU presidency come to a close, questions about the energy
situation have receded somewhat and have been replaced by heightened anticipation about
what the presidential elections in Jan. will bring. Petr Fiala's industry minister, Jozef Sikela,

and his EU affairs minister, Mikulas Bek, who both happen to represent STAN, have good

reasons to praise their own accomplishments and those of the EU presidency as a whole,
but they've left many questions unanswered. Most importantly, what will be the impact on
Czech industry of the EU's energy and Green Deal policies, which are being pushed so hard
by the Fiala government? Will steel, cars and fertilizer still be stamped Made in Czech Re-
public in 2-3 years' time? Will 2023 be the year of decision? It almost seems that Fiala, Sikela
and Bek are avoiding addressing the hard questions until after the presidential elections, so
that their preferred candidate, DanuSe Nerudovd, isn't tainted by the harsh reality.
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Glossary

to recede - to go back or down from a previous position; 

heightened - increased; 

to taint - to affect with a bad or undesirable quality; to contaminate or pollute.



