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Nerudová's late decision 

A "young and attractive" Danuše Nerudová was out of her league when, as the newly ap-
pointed head of the government's pension commission, she faced economist Miroslav 

Zámečník on ČT's OVM debate show on March 3, 2019. Zámečník, himself the former head 
of a pension commission, knew the numbers and wanted to talk about real reform, whereas 
Nerudová said that we are "at one minute to midnight, if not five minutes past it," but that 
the difficult parts of pension reform should be put off until later. Even Václav Moravec was 
nonplussed. Nerudová also boasted at the end of the show that, as a university rector, she 

knows something about managing people. Her main rival now in the presidential elections 
is Petr Pavel, whose career in retrospect - other than his Communist days - was fine prepara-
tion for a presidential run. In Nerudová's case, it's increasingly apparent that she would have 
done many things differently if she had known that she would one day be eyeing the Castle.
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Glossary

out of one's league - not the proper match for someone, often because the other person is considered superior in some way; 

nonplussed - so surprised and confused as to be unsure how to react; 

to eye something - to look at something closely or with interest; to consider running for an office.



